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MEHER BABA AND UNIVERSAL
RELIGION
W^ are living in an age, which is characterised by the
intermingling of diverse civilizations and cultures.  Most
of them find their inspiring spirit in some historical Religion.
The historical Religions may, in principle, be divided into-
two types.   Both types of Religion require (1) faith
in the existence of something higher than the individual self
and (2) the recognition of its claims upon him. But
the two types of Religion differ in one important respect.
In the first type, this higher principle is looked upon as
a perfect and infinite personality or God (as in Christianity).
And, in the second type, the higher principle is regarded as
being some impersonal goal or law (as in the case of
Buddhism). These two types of Religion are also found
to intermingle with one another in varying proportions (as
in the case of the different folds of Hinduism). Further,
both types of Religions require something more than the
bare allegiance to this higher principle. They also sanction
and require the individual to perform duties towards the
great society, of which he is a member.
Along with these types of outlook, which have been
our legacy from the past, there is also widely current an
outlook, which does not claim to be religious and derives
its inspiration from science rather than from! Religion. It
recognises the innumerable sufferings of Humanity and
wishes to avoid them by securing co-operative and connected
action. It is content to leave heaven and angels to
themselves. This outlook has gained such wide popularity
f because it contains some elements of value from which it
derives its vitality. And the future Universal Religion, as
anticipated by the teaching of Meher Baba will incorporate
in itself the elements of value, which are present not only

